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In Ireland and in Scotland matters were, if possible,
worse. When Pitt abolished the Irish Parliament he had to
give a million and a half pounds in compensation to the
owners of rotten boroughs; and the bulk of the Irish repre-
sentatives were returned by about 50 great landowners.
Scotland sent 45 members to Parliament, but they were
chosen by a tiny number of voters, only 4000 for the whole
country, and it was reckoned that those voters were controlled
by 150 patrons.

Thus the Parliament of the early nineteenth century was
not representative of the people.

There was the same injustice in the distribution of votes.
The franchise (i.e. the right to vote) was held in the counties
by people owning freehold land worth 40 shillings. In the
towns there were all sorts of qualifications. In some towns
the members were chosen by the Town Council.1 In a few,
they were chosen by those persons who had the hereditary
position of " freemen " (burgage franchise) and in others by
the owners of certain " ancient tenements ". In other cases
the franchise was very wide and gave the vote to any person
whose house possessed a hearth on which a pot could be
boiled, these persons being nicknamed " potwallopers ".

The Whigs, led by Lord Grey, demanded parliamentary
reform and the extension of the franchise. The new move-
ment coincided with the accession of a new sovereign, for
in 1830 George IV died.

He has long been despised as one of the most selfish and
Death oi contemptible of our kings. He deserves that contempt, for
e ^^ capable of better things. He was no fool, and his one
claim to credit is that he appreciated literature2 and art.
Yet, living at a time when no one could help but know
that the people were suffering, the country hard-hit, and the
need for wisdom and for economy supreme, he cared for

1 In Bath, for example, where the corporation of 35 men returned the two
members.

2 His admiration for the novels of Jane Austen led him to keep a set of her
books at each of his residences.